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From the Director
We’re back! PCCA staff and volunteers have been 

laying the groundwork for beloved and new programming 
in 2023. As a visual artist, I am excited about upcoming 
Plein Air Groups that will focus on aesthetic attributes of 
our small towns. My husband and I will enjoy hearing local 
performers and visiting new venues throughout the county 
during Coffeehouse open mic nights. And, my children are 
very excited for Youth Art Day and Drop-In Art.

Our programming excels when we have input and shared 
energy from our members, volunteers and partners. We urge 
you to consider a volunteer role in the new year to help PCCA 
fulfill its mission of building community through the arts.

Jasmine Colbert
Executive Director

Olivia Monnier-Giansanti joined PCCA in March 2022 as 
Creative Programs Coordinator. Originally from Lebanon 
County, Olivia has always enjoyed seeing local art and artists 
thrive. Currently, she is enrolled at Arizona State University 
online for her Bachelor’s in Liberal Arts with a concentration in 
Art History.

Ariana Koch joined the PCCA team in August 2022.  A native 
of south-central Pennsylvania, Ariana grew up with a paint brush 
in one hand and a pencil in the other.  She holds her Associate 
in Fine Art from Harrisburg Area Community college, 2019, 
and her Bachelor in Fine Art with a concentration in ceramics 
from Alfred University, 2021. She teaches clay classes at Carlisle 
Arts Learning Center and will lead a clay camp with PCCA 
this summer. Primarily working within the realm of functional 
ceramics, she creates vessels for the home, table, and daily life.

Marissa McGuire, from Newport, PA, joined the PCCA staff 
in early October 2022. She attends Newport High School and 
plans to study art and arts management after graduating in 
June 2023. Marissa moved from Newport to Louisiana for a 
few years with her family which sparked her interest to travel. 
Currently, she is taking Art III in school. Her favorite art forms 
are painting using acrylic on canvas and drawing using graphite 
and colored pencil.

Tyler Shenk joined PCCA in May 2022 and is responsible for 
scanning PCCA’s physical archives for electronic storage.

PCCA Staff Updates
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2023 
EXHIBITIONS
FREE TO PUBLIC

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

perrycountyarts.orgCAMPS

Summer
KIDS
art

View details at perrycountyarts.org

ON THE CALENDAR
JANUARY

Sat., Jan. 7, 1-4pm: Drop-In Art at Landis House. It’s a snow day! Bring the kiddos to 
participate in some snow-inspired crafts. Free event.

Sat., Jan. 21, 11am-4pm: Intro to Encaustic Painting Class with Michele Randall at 
Landis House. Register at perrycountyarts.org/classes-workshops/.

Wed., Jan. 25, 10am: Poetry Out Loud Regional Competition at Juniata County 
Library in Mifflintown. Area high-school aged students will participate in PCCA’s regional 
competition of the nationwide poetry recitation contest. View details at 
perrycountyarts.org/poetry-out-loud/.

FEBRUARY

Sat., Feb. 4, 1-4pm: Drop-In Art at Landis House. Happy early Valentine’s Day! Bring 
the kiddos to make Valentine’s Day themed crafts. Free event.

[DEADLINE] Wed., Feb. 8, 4pm: Applications and Entries Due for Youth Art Day 2023. 
View the official guidelines at perrycountyarts.org/youth-art-day/.

Sun., Feb. 26, 1-4pm: Art Talk and Social Hour at location TBD. Learn the importance 
of artist statements and biographies, the difference between the two, and helpful hints to 
tell a successful story. Register at perrycountyarts.org/classes-workshops/.

MARCH

Sat., Mar. 4, 1-4pm: Drop-In Art hosted at Newport Public Library. Spring has sprung! 
Bring the kiddos to participate in some spring-inspired crafts. Free event.

Saturdays, Mar. 4-Apr. 29, 9-11am: Plein Air Group gathers at Landis House for a first 
meeting to cover helpful tools and tips as the group preps for painting countywide.

Thur., Mar. 16, 6pm: Coffeehouse Open Mic at location TBD. Sign up to perform at 
perrycountyarts.org/coffeehouse/.

Fri., Mar. 10, 6-8pm: Paint and Sip with Leah Keilman hosted at Doyle Hotel. Register at 
perrycountyarts.org/classes-workshops/.

Sat., Mar. 18, 5pm: PCCA spotlights student performer Jasmine Minnich for a fundraiser 
concert. Make your reservations and donate at perrycountyarts.org/perrylive/.

Sun., Mar. 26, 1-4 pm: Art Talk and Social Hour at Landis House. Gain helpful and 
positive feedback about your artwork while sharing artistic and creative ideas together.  
Register at perrycountyarts.org/classes-workshops/.

APRIL

Sat., Apr. 1, 11am-3:30pm: Youth Art Day at West Perry High School. Enjoy a showcase 
of visual art, music and literary talent from Perry County students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. The event features a large student art exhibition, live music, dance 
performances and literature readings, food and Drop-In Art hands on activities. The 
awards ceremony begins at 3 p.m. View details at perrycountyarts.org/youth-art-day/

Sat., Apr. 1: Poetic Excellence Awards Submission opens. Submit by June 18 to 
perrycountyarts.org/poetic-excellence-awards/.

Sat., Apr. 29, 6:30pm: PerryLive! presents Celtic music group Callanish at Newport First 
Church of God. Make your reservations at perrycountyarts.org/perrylive/.

Michele Randall
Feb. 1-Apr. 22 | PCCA Gallery

Randall considers her roles 
as both artist and mother 

through encaustic, cyanotype 
printmaking, and collage.

Director’s Choice
Apr. 11-May 18 | Landis House
A selection of noteworthy 

student artwork from  
Youth Art Day 2023.  

Join us for a public reception 
on Saturday, May 6,  

from 1-3 p.m. View the 
exhibit, support student 

artists, enjoy light 
refreshments and create 

Drop-In Art projects.

Louise Thomas
May 3-Jul. 22 | PCCA Gallery
Through photography, 

Thomas explores light as 
it interacts with weather 

and structures to affect our 
perception.
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featuring Kathleen Eckhaus, PCCA member since 1987
Descibe your first PCCA encounter: I moved to Perry 
County in 1979 with my husband and four children. I was 
looking for family activities and becoming part of an arts 
council was right up my alley - I was a bit of a musician and 
a fiber artist at the time - and wanted to expose my children 
to the arts. My first volunteer activity was in the Children’s 
Area and performer hospitality at the Little Buffalo Festival. 
Through the years I also helped with the Children’s 
Performance tent and sold folk dolls as an exhibitor. My 
children grew up attending and helping with the yearly 
festival. PCCA was a welcome source of enrichment for my 
family. We attended Fetter House presentations [concerts] 
and many more. 

Tell us about the role of creativity 
in your life: Creativity IS my life. 
Currently I own a preschool music 
and movement program and 
teach in Perry County, Camp Hill, 
& Harrisburg. I am a weaver, rug 
hooker, and photographer of 
weaving and rug hooking books. I 
recently completed a book on rug 
hooking featuring many local rug 

hookers as well as artists from around the world.  

How do you nuture creativity in others? By teaching little 
ones, I hope to give them a basis to make music a part 
of their lives. My classes also include parent education on 
the importance of the arts. In addition I teach rug hooking 
classes through PCCA.

Favorite performance venue outside of the county? My 
husband and I go wherever there are performances that 
appeal to us. We both enjoy Broadway musicals and have 
seen many. 

How have you benefited from being a member of PCCA? 
Friendships with others who understand the importance of 
the arts and amazing performances and visual arts displays 
that rival any from the big cities. We are fortunate to have 
this council in our backyard. 

What was your proudest creative moment? Seeing the 
daily joy of children and their families as they sing and 
dance within the musical communities of my classes. 

Is there anything on your creativity bucket list? I am 
thinking of retiring one of these days and although I will 
really miss what I do, I will have more time for my music 
and fiber arts. My project list is LONG.

Favorite quote about creativity. “You can’t use up creativity. 
The more you use, the more you have.” — Maya Angelou

Anyone is welcome and encouraged to become a PCCA 
member and to be featured in an upcoming spotlight! 
Simply call or visit our website to find more information.
perrycountyarts.org/membership/

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Use the criteria below to make your PCCA annual 
award nominations! Members are listed on pg. 8 of 
the Annual Report. Use online submission form at 
perrycountyarts.org or call 717-567-7023.

Volunteer of the Year recognizes outstanding 
volunteer service by an individual or individuals who 
help promote and carry out the programs of the PCCA. 
Current Board members are not eligible for this award.

Artist of the Year recognizes excellence in any 
of the arts: music, dance, literature, drama, crafts and 
visual arts such as photography, painting, graphic arts, 
sculpture and architecture. To be considered for this 
award, the artist must be a PCCA member.

Building Community honors outstanding 
contributions to the arts made by individuals or 
organizations during the previous year that have helped 
to make PCCA stronger and to advance its mission. 
Every year there are numerous organizations that fit 
this description because they underwrite programs, 
donate in-kind gifts, supply volunteers, raise awareness 
about PCCA, or implement quality arts programs that 
make our community more vibrant.

Winners will be honored during the Annual 
Membership Picnic on Sunday, June 25, 2023.

ANNUAL AWARDS
-ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS-

Double your donation!
Donations made between MARCH 1-30 are eligible for matching funds.

MAIL: Send your March Dated check made payable to 
Partnership for Better Health to PCCA, PO Box 354, Newport PA 17074

VISIT IN MARCH: forbetterhealthpa.org/what-we-do/match-madness/
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ART UPLIFTS & WELLNESS
Partnership for Better Health

ARTIST DEVELOPMENT
Arts for All of The Foundation for     
  Enchancing Communities

ARTS IN EDUCATION
Partnership
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
Educational Improvement Tax 
  Credit
Avalon Insurance
Pennian Bank
PPL
Weis Markets
Site Partner
Columbia Montour Aging 
  Office Inc
West Perry Middle School

ARTSREACH SPONSOR
Farmers Daughters Cafe
Newport Beverage
Pennian
Pure Gallery Inc
Spiral Path Farm
The Bank of Landisburg

COFFEEHOUSE
Jon & Jasmine Colbert

EARLY ED/DROP-IN ART
Martin Sacks Memorial Fund
Perry County Community
  Foundation

GENERAL FUND
Amazon Smile
Bob Baker
The Bower
Peggy Bowman
Scotty Brown
Carol Eklund
Kevin Hortens & Joanne Pinaire
Kurt Hower
Edna & Richard Little
George & Carrie Lyter
Newport Civic Club
Chrystal Prosser
Meredith Schuler
Susquenita Elementary Staff
Jeff & Lynne Trace

INCLUSIVE ART CLASSES
The ARC of Cumberland and
  Perry Counties (CPARC)
Partnership for Better Health

      Thank you to the following financial donors for their generous support of our mission.
         These lists include contributions that reached our office from September 1 to December 15, 2022.

LADIES NIGHT
Seventh & Lavender

LANDIS HOUSE
The Foundation for Enchancing
  Communities

LITTLE BUFFALO FESTIVAL
CHILDREN’S ART AREA
Dave & Linda Kutz

GIVING TUESDAY
Sharon Brodisch
Steve Cusick
Melanie Doncheski
Donna Donnelly
Allison Juliana
Dave & Linda Kutz
Devera Lang
Kathleen Meglio
Kristin Scofield
Gwen Soult
L Thomas

LOIS LEHRMAN GRASS 
MEMORIAL
Joan Williamson

SUPPORTERS OF THE ARTS

NANCY SIMPSON MEMORIAL
DCNR Architecture Division

THOMAS VRACARICH 
MEMORIAL
Dave & Linda Kutz
Darlene Kvaternik
Lisa Lyter
Marlene & Brian McPherson
Tom & Paulette Mollenauer
Kelly O’Neill
Perry County Democratic
  Committee
Dayle Spitler
Joan Williamson

PERRYLIVE! PERFORMANCES
David Snyder
The Stabler Foundation

YOUTH ART DAY
Sheetz
The Hall Foundation

In Dr. Philip Cook
Carrie Knerr

Matthew Schuler

Jean Tuzinski
Thomas Vracarich

With sadness, we note the recent passing of the following PCCA members.

Memory

Many thanks to the following volunteers for donating their time and talent.
This list includes logged volunteer hours from January 1 to December 15, 2022.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

Gabriel Bailor
Madelyn Bailor
Jessica Bertrand
Kathleen Bertrand 
Paul Beutel
Teena Beutel
Judy Bouder
Toby Bouder
James Bricker

June Bricker
Laura Campbell
Jon Colbert
Rachel Colpetzer
Ben Cramer
Jessie Ellis
Jason Finnerty
Kat Monnier-Giansanti
Kelly Gorman

Cynthia Holleran
Amie Hower
Kurt Hower
Allison Juliana
Scott Keilman
Lucas Koch
Dave Kutz
Linda Kutz
Lisa Lyter

Patti McLaughlin
Sophia Meglio
Jodie Meglio
Jennifer Mitchell
Tony Oliveri
Sue Osgood
Lane Partner
Iris Peters
Samantha Peterson

Deena Preston
Lynne Reeder
Cindy Roney
Jeffry Schmidt
Karen Smith
David Snyder
Richard Steffy
Dana Steffy
Lisa Weidensaul

Terry Weidensaul
Eydie White
Kayla Zendt
Bodhi Ziegler
Judah Ziegler
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LOCALLY CRAFTED
Decorate Your Home

Give Unique & Thoughtful Gifts
Support Creatives in Your Community

Glass plant stakes
beads by ilene | $18.50

Handpainted yellow stein
ClayFriends Studio | $35

Spring paper cutouts
Cee Bee | $15-$20

See something you like? Visit perrycountyarts.square.site or in-person
 Open Wed-Sat, 10-4 | 1 S. Second St. | 717.567.7023

Small blue vase
Muddy Rox Pottery | $35

Artisan earrings
Marlene Quigley | $30

Faux floral arrangement
Kim’s Creations | $20-$50

Watercolor quote
Dale Kinsey | $18

For your convenience, PCCA now offers 

gift cards & e-gift cards
Need a quick and easy gift for any occasion?

Visit us in-store or online to purchase.

NOW INTRODUCING...
PCCA Gallery welcomes member artists, local students and community 

members to set up shop.

The Market Street Pop Up Shop may be reserved to host trunk shows, 
exhibits, installations, book signings, tastings and more. Host your own event 
with the support of PCCA! Contact PCCA Gallery staff or submit your interest 
online at perrycountyarts.org/pcca-gallery/.

Currently scheduling on Saturdays between 10am-4pm.

Ginkgo mugs
Steve Cusick Pottery | $32
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BEHIND THE SCENES
with Ben LaDieu, Best-In-Show winner in the Annual Juried Exhibition
One of the main influences that 

has shaped a lot of my work is 
the writer H.P. Lovecraft. I just 
finished reading his anthology, 
and the stories he tells really 
inspire me to world build. I can 
get lost in his atmosphere of 
alternate realities that are just 
beyond the cusp of our own 
reality. His descriptions of these 
worlds captivate me. As far as 

visual artists, I really love Junji Ito’s horror comics. I’m not 
even really a manga guy, but his work speaks to me. In terms 
of an audio atmosphere, I envision my work accompanied 
by dub-techno or ambient music by Celer.

Over the years I have really 
taken to pen and ink. At first I 
just used rapidograph pens but 
found the cleaning of them to be 
a pain. I bought my first dip pens 
and Japanese inks and had some 
real challenges with the medium. 
Especially in the beginning, 
I really struggled. Recently, I 
have become more comfortable with the dip pen. I also 
enjoy pencils too; I just have to remember to keep them 
sharpened! 

2023 SHOW DATES:
Thursday, April 13 @ 7:00pm

Friday, April 14 @ 7:00pm
Saturday, April 15 @ 2:00pm & 7:00pm

West Perry High School
2608 Shermans Valley Rd, Elliottsburg, PA 17024

Find more details at www.nblions.org

LIONS COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

PERFORMANCES

Tickets | 717.567.7023 | perrycountyarts.org/perrylive/

Sponsored by

As an emotional and introverted person, I tend to keep 
to myself reflecting on life, philosophy, geopolitics, how 
the world works, as well as my own ideas and issues. My 
Fantastical Roots series and pencil landscapes are my latest 
works and contain more emotional elements. During their 
creation, I explored deeper within myself and projected 
those feelings and life frustrations onto the surface. No 
one can truly understand what I am going through with my 
emotions and that is ok, as it is quite a personal journey. 
You get a glimpse of it through my artwork.

For my most recent work, 
Navrilloth, I feel particularly 
good with how I handled my 
pen strokes, the composition 
and learning how to navigate 
foreground and background. 
I really like how this upturned tree emerges from the ground 
in its monsterous shape. This one was different than other 
roots I had found in that it formed a kind of cave and had 
moss growing over the top of it. When I saw this in the forest, 
I knew immediately I would draw it. Again, my interest in the 
horror and monsters of the woods was motivation for the 
piece. It was almost living and I think I captured that.

View a  timelapse  video of Ben in action 
by snapping this code

In May!
Rebecca Covert
Cabaret-style
vocals at 
Landis House

April 29 @ 6pm
Callanish
Celtic music at
Newport First 
Church of God
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SUPPORTERS OF THE ARTS

 

WANT TO BE A SUPPORTER OF THE ARTS? Email pcca@perrycountyarts.org for more details.

newportbeverage.com

1410 Saxton Way, Mechanicsburg PA

717.620.8290 

puregallery.net

Fine art 
Custom framing
Handmade gifts

LANDISBURG
BANKTHE OF

Established 1903

www.bankoflandisburg.com
L A N D I S B U R G  |  S H E R M A N S  D A L E  |  B L A I N  |  N E W P O R T

VOLUNTEER
with

PCCA invites community members to get involved,
support arts programming and meet others. 

We need volunteers to help with youth art projects, 
concert refreshments, planting flowers, decorating for 
holidays and special events, event check-in, program 

planning, writing, fundraising and more! 

If you wish to contribute your time, energy and expertise,  
call 717-567-7023 or email volunteers@perrycountyarts.org.

Environmental Art at the Farm
Free hands-on experiences designed to create a collaborative 
environment for all, in which each person’s artistic abilities and 

perspectives are valued and encouraged.

Enjoy indigo dyeing, botanical printing, raku pottery, quilting, fossil 
stepping stones, photography, and more.

For upcoming schedule, visit hempfieldpa.com.

pennianbank.com | 717-436-2144

 

538 Spiral Path Ln., Loysville, PA ● 717-789-4433 ● csa@spiralpathfarm.com 

Join Today! 3 CSA Share Options 
1.) Total Season – Apr. to Dec. (35 wks) 
2.) Summer Share - June to Oct. (20 wks) 
3.) Sampler Share - Any Month May to Nov. (4wks) 

Full or Medium CSA Share Sizes Available 
Local Farm Family, Celebrating our 30th CSA Season 

More than 30 Pick-Up Locations: 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Lebanon & Perry Counties 

Sign up now at: 
SpiralPathFarm.com 


